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Book 1 

The Shade Ring Book Club Guide 
 

Possible Discussion Questions 

 

- One of the major issues of the book is global warming.  What do you 

think of the scenario in The Shade Ring? 

- If oceans had risen fifteen feet and governments were considering 

launching something like a shade ring into space to block sunlight, 

would you support that kind of geo-engineering?  Why or why not? 

- Do the politics presented in the book seem realistic? 

- Another issue in the story is discrimination against clones, who are 

viewed as the underclass.  Assuming there are human clones in the 

future, do you believe they would be treated badly?  If so, why?  If 

not, why not? 

- Although she’s been raised by educated, wealthy parents, Neave 

doesn’t feel loved.  Have you seen this happen?  If so, what’s the 

cause? 

- Do you think Neave grows as a character during the course of the 

story?  

- The use of drugs is another issue in the book, with some characters 

manipulating others with drugs.  How believable is this? 

- Do you have a favorite character?  If so, why do you like that 

character?   

- Did you feel sympathy for the bad guys?  If so, why?  If not, why not? 

 

 

Book 2 

Albedo Effect Book Club Guide 

 
Possible discussion questions 

 
- There are several threads in the novel, including clones being treated 

as the new underclass. Did you sympathize with Will Galloway? 



- What if your daughter or son (or granddaughter or grandson) 

announced one day that she or he was dating a clone? How would you 

react? 

- Does the world painted in “Albedo Effect” seem that different from 

our world today? Do you think there will be more changes or fewer 

changes in a hundred years? 

- Did you sympathize with Neave in this book? Did she handle herself 

well or not? 

- Scientists today are already investigating “geo-engineering” as a 

means to cool the oceans.  But the idea is rife with controversy. Do 

you think the conflict portrayed in the novel is realistic? Is there a 

chance that war might result from attempts to block the sun’s rays? 

- Climatologists say some nations may benefit from climate change 

while others suffer, especially those close to sea level. Is there 

anything we can do about it? 

- Neave’s mother, Dr. Molly Sullivan, achieves great success 

professionally and personally in the novel. This, after a lifetime of 

being under the thumb, first of a deranged “father,” and then, a 

deranged husband. What’s your take on her character and her 

trajectory in “Albedo Effect?” 

- Was there any development in the story that really surprised you? 

- Was there any character or part of the storyline you would’ve liked 

more of? 

 

 
Book 3 

Aerosol Sky Book Club Guide 
 

Possible Discussion Questions 

 

 

 

- Clones as a minority is one of the themes of The Shade Ring Trilogy. 

And in Aerosol Sky, we learn that the President of the United States is 

a clone. How would you react to having clones living among us? Or 

leading our country? 

- Was the revelation about President Cohen a surprise? Should she be 

impeached? 



- The threat of war looms large in this final installment of The Shade 

Ring Trilogy. Do you think it’s a realistic scenario? Could finger 

pointing over global warming lead to dangerous conflict between 

nations? 

- Experts say the issue of climate refugees will become a major 

problem if the climate continues to warm, causing rising sea levels 

and deserts to expand, dust storms, and more natural disasters. Does 

this concern you? 

- What’s your take on Neave Alvarez as a main character? Did you like 

her? Dislike her? Did you sympathize with her? 

- Did you like the love story at the center of the books? Does Will 

Galloway appeal to you as a reader? 

- The author obviously made an effort to create a diverse cast of 

characters – including a Native American woman, many ethnicities, a 

lesbian couple, clones and even a firefighter with Down’s Syndrome. 

Does this seem to be a realistic view of what the future might look 

like for the United States? 

- What is the most memorable scene in the book or the series that might 

stay with you? The most memorable character? 
 


